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BOOK NOTICE

LEaKE, DOROTHY VANDYKE, JOHN BENJAMIN LEAKE, and MARCELOTTE LEAKE
Roeper. 1993, Desert and Mountain Plants of the Southwest.
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A problem wich plant identihcation guides such as this one lies not in what 1s zzcluded
but what 1s excluded. By implication, the book includes desert and mountain plants from

western Texas to southern California and north through che southern halt of Nevada,

y

Utah, and western Colorado (map on page 2), a large order. The “over 250 species” repre-
sented 1n che book are thus but a traction of the toral deserc/mouncain flora of this region.
True, the geographical coverage shrinks markedly on page vii, where 1t 1s said to be espe-

cially "che parc of the Sonoran Deserc located in Arizona.” The book's title is obviously

misleading. The illustrations are line drawings, some of which show well the features of
the plants picrured. Placement of the illustrations is erratic—some on pages facing the

text, some on pages betore or atter the text (text page-numbers are not given at the illus-
crations). A "Guide to plant tamilies,” which atctempts to lead the user to the appropriarte
“group including che plant in hand, 1s not highly successtul. Following an appendix—

"Plant characreristics illuscrated,” which novices should find useful—are a glossary, bibli-

ography, and index. The book could have used che services of a botanically ascute and
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cricical editor.
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